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Kistler Prize for 2002
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r. Kistler, it is a great pleasure 
to receive the prize that goes 
under your name and it is a 
privilege to thank you here 

the award, saying:  
“After evaluating 
nominations of 
prominent schol-
ars from around 
the world, and 
on the recom-
mendation of 
the Kistler Prize 
Advisory Panel, 
the Foundation 
For the Future is 
pleased to present 
the third Kistler 
Prize to one of 
the outstanding scholars of our time, Dr. 
Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza.”

In accepting the award, Dr. Cavalli-
Sforza briefly traced the history of his 
research in population genetics, which 
began at universities in Italy and expanded 
with his relocation to the United States 
in 1971, when he began to delve into the 
connection between human evolution 

t was a meeting of minds—among the 
best in their lines of work—when 11 
scholars and 17 television documentary 

and archaeology. This work led to an 
examination of the impact of agriculture 
on demography as well as to a study of 
cultural transmission and evolution. In 
the 1980s, his research was enhanced by 
the use of mitochondrial DNA to study 
differences between individuals, and later, 
by a genealogy of the Y chromosome. 

“The result of all this work is that 
the conclusions from many sources con-
verge toward a standard model of human 
evolution,” said Dr. Cavalli-Sforza. “The 
founders of modern humans belonged 
to a small East African tribe of perhaps 
1,000 individuals…these people probably 
spoke a single language, the origin of all 
modern languages.” From there, with a few 
important innovations, humans expanded 
to the rest of Africa, and then the rest of 
the world. 

Identifying intelligence as “largely 
curiosity and the capacity to create new 
solutions to new and old problems,” Dr. 

Scholars and Producers Address Challenges of 
The Next Thousand Years Television Series

traveled to Bellevue, Washington, for the 
workshop were David Axelrod, Noel Buck-
ner, Carl Charlson, Mark Davis, David 
Dugan, Gary Glassman, Sue Houghton, 
Larry Klein, Ben Loeterman, Daniel 
McCabe, Larkin McPhee, Joel Olicker, Jon 
Palfreman, Nancy Porter, Kate Raisz, Rob 
Whittlesey, and Kirk Wolfinger.

The intent of the series is to lead 
viewers to the realization that what we as 
a species do now matters to the long-term 
future of humanity and we need to assume 
responsibility for the actions we take in this 
century. The workshop was structured in 

“M
for this honor,” said Luigi Luca Cavalli-
Sforza, M.D., during a ceremony August 
23 in which he was awarded the Kistler 
Prize for 2002. Dr. Cavalli-Sforza, Profes-
sor Emeritus (active) of the School of 
Medicine, Stanford University, is one of 
the world’s most notable and respected 
geneticists. He was named to receive the 
Prize for his work in reconstructing the 
evolutionary history of modern humans 
and his continuing work in the Human 
Genome Diversity Project.

Created in 1999, the Kistler Prize 
includes a cash award of US$100,000 and a 
180-gram gold medallion. The purpose of 
the annual Prize is to recognize and reward 
original work investigating the implica-
tions of genetics for human society.

Walter Kistler, creator of the Prize and 
benefactor of the Foundation, presented 

I
film producers met in April 2002 to discuss 
content and production issues related to 
The Next Thousand Years television series.

Participants and their respective affili-
ations are cited on Page 5. The scholars 
were Stewart Brand, Dr. William H. Cal-
vin, Dr. John Delaney, Dr. Brian Fagan, Dr. 
Panos Ioannou, Dr. Michael Shermer, Dr. 
Gregory Stock, Dr. Woodruff T. Sullivan 
III, Sir Crispin Tickell, Dr. Peter D. Ward, 
and Dr. Rush Spencer Wells. 

Documentary film producers who Continued on page 5.

Continued on page 2.
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Cavalli-Sforza said, “All the history of 
modern humans is a history of techno-
logical breakthroughs.” And solutions to 
important, long-term problems must be 
entrusted to further scientific innovation.

Approximately 175 guests attended 
the ceremony at Bell Harbor International 
Conference Center, Seattle, honoring Dr. 
Cavalli-Sforza, the third recipient of the 
Kistler Prize. Previous recipients are Dr. 
Edward O. Wilson of Harvard University 
(2000) and Dr. Richard Dawkins, Oxford 
University (2001).

The full text of Dr. Cavalli-Sforza’s 
acceptance speech will be available for 
downloading from the Foundation’s web-
site this fall. 

Kistler Prize 2002, continued from page 1.

Foundation benefactor Walter Kistler, creator of the Kistler Prize, congratulates Dr. Cavalli-Sforza following the 
presentation of the Prize medallion. Approximately 175 guests attended the banquet and ceremony honoring 
Dr. Cavalli-Sforza for his work in reconstructing the evolutionary history of humans.

In his acceptance speech, Dr. Cavalli-Sforza recounted 
challenges, highlights, and conclusions of his years of 
research.

The Kistler Prize Advisory Panel plays an important role in the Foundation’s evaluation and selection of Kistler Prize recipients. Four Panel members were on hand for the 
2002 presentation. Pictured left to right are Dr. Fakhri Bazzaz, Dr. Arthur Jensen, 2002 Kistler Prize winner Dr. Cavalli-Sforza, Dr. Sandra Scarr, and Dr. William Calvin.
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The Kistler Prize 
Advisory Panel

he Foundation For the Future is 
assisted in its evaluation of Kistler 
Prize nominees each year by the Kistler 

Prize Advisory Panel, which is composed 
of prominent members of the academic 
community. The Panel reviews candidate 
dossiers and offers recommendations con-
cerning finalists to the Foundation Board 
of Trustees, which makes the final selec-
tion from the short list of recommended 
candidates. Kistler Prize recipients are 
automatically appointed to the Advisory 
Panel.

KISTLER PRIZE ADVISORY PANEL

Walter P. Kistler
Chairman

Dr. Francisco J. Ayala
University of California (Irvine)
Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology

Dr. Fakhri A. Bazzaz
Harvard University (Cambridge)
Department of Organismic and 
Evolutionary Biology

Dr. Thomas J. Bouchard Jr.
University of Minnesota (Minneapolis)
Department of Psychology

Dr. William H. Calvin
University of Washington (Seattle) 
Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences

Dr. Richard Dawkins
Oxford University (UK)
Department of Zoology
Kistler Prize recipient, 2001

Dr. Frans B. M. de Waal
Emory University (Atlanta)
Department of Psychology

Dr. Leroy Hood
Institute for Systems Biology (Seattle)

Dr. Arthur R. Jensen
University of California (Berkeley) 
Department of Educational Psychology

Dr. Sandra Scarr
University of Virginia (Charlottesville) 
Department of Psychology

Dr. Edward O. Wilson
Harvard University
Museum of Comparative Zoology
Kistler Prize recipient, 2000

Profile

Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza, M.D.

Dr. Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza, Professor Emeritus (active) of the School of Medicine, 
Stanford University, and one of the world’s most notable and respected geneticists, 
was awarded the Kistler Prize for the year 2002. The Prize is awarded annually by the 
Foundation For the Future to recognize original work investigating the implications 
of genetics for human society.

Born in Genoa, Italy, in 1922, Dr. Cavalli-Sforza was educated in medicine and 
surgery at the University of Pavia, earned an M.D. in 1944, and practiced medi-
cine briefly before turning his attention to genetics. For ten years, he focused 
his work on bacterial genetics, first at the University of Cambridge and then at 
Istituto Sieroterapico Milanese (Milan), where he was Director of Research in 
Microbiology. In the 1950s, his interest in the genetics of human populations 
and evolution took root, in part because of the original teachings of his mentor, 
Professor Adriano Buzzati-Traverso. Dr. Cavalli-Sforza was Professor of genetics 
at the University of Parma from 1951 to 1962. From 1962 to 1970, he was both 
Professor and Director of the Institute of Genetics at the University of Pavia. He 
relocated to Stanford University in 1970, where he was Professor of genetics 
until his retirement in 1992, Chairman of the Department of Genetics from 1986 
to 1990, and is now Professor Emeritus (active). 

Dr. Cavalli-Sforza’s research has been dedicated to the reconstruction of the 
evolutionary history of modern humans. He has traced historical migrations 
by analyzing the genetic differences between humans living today, employ-
ing in his research not only genetics, but multiple disciplines to track 100,000 
years of human and cultural evolution. Building on his years of research, he was 
one of the founders of the Human Genome Diversity Project, which is aimed at 
accumulating DNA samples from populations all over the world for a compre-
hensive study of human genetic difference. He has remained active in this study, 
which has so far collected 1,064 cell lines from all over the world for distribution 
of DNA to research laboratories. He was named to receive the Kistler Prize for his 
dedication to, and persistence in, this scientific research and inquiry in the face 
of criticism from academic, social, cultural, and political opponents. 

Dr. Cavalli-Sforza has published his research findings extensively. Among recent 
books are Genes, Peoples, and Languages (2000), on how the genes of modern 
populations contain a historical record of our species; The History and Geogra-
phy of Human Genes (1994), detailing where human populations originated and 
how they spread throughout the world; and The Great Human Diasporas (1995), 
which focuses on the genetic evidence for ancient dispersions of humankind.

Among many previous awards and recognition for Dr. Cavalli-Sforza’s work are 
the Balzan Prize for the Science of Human Origins (1999), the Catalonia Prize 
(1993), the Chiron Award from the Italian Academy of Medicine (1998), the Allen 
Award from the American Society of Human Genetics (1987), and the Weldon 
Medal in Biometry, University of Oxford (1978). 

Previous editions of the Foundation newsletter have profiled Walter Kistler, Benefactor of the Foundation; Barbara 
Marx Hubbard, member of the Humanity 3000 Organizing Committee and the Foundation Board of Advisors; Eric 
Chaisson, member of the Foundation Board of Advisors; Brian Fagan, member of the Humanity 3000 Organizing 
Committee and the Foundation Board of Advisors; Donald Johanson, member of the Foundation Board of Advisors; 
Michio Kaku, member of the Foundation Board of Advisors; Edward O. Wilson, member of the Foundation Board of 
Advisors and first recipient of the Kistler Prize; and Richard Dawkins, advisor on The Next Thousand Years television 
series and second recipient of the Kistler Prize.

T
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n the past year, the Foundation has made 
significant progress in the development 
of its first major international television 

project, The Next Thousand Years. Though 
the project is several years away from film-
ing, a cast of planners, scholars, producers, 
and fundraisers is already making progress 
toward its success.

AWARD-WINNING 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

A critical role in this multi-
faceted project is that of the 
Executive Producer, who will 
orchestrate the development 
of the series and oversee 

production activities for the individual 
programs. The Executive Producer for 
The Next Thousand Years is Jon Palfre-
man, President of Palfreman Film Group, 
Lowell, MA, who has made more than a 
hundred television programs, including 
over 40 PBS documentaries. Palfreman 
has won the Emmy Award and numerous 
other awards for science journalism.

STELLAR SCHOLAR SUPPORT
To date, 75 scholars have agreed to partici-
pate in the development of the television 
series. They are writers, educators, dip-
lomats, economists, ecologists, futurists, 
philosophers, experts on space, and Nobel 
laureates. They hail from the top univer-
sities, from scientific laboratories on the 
cutting edge of research, from widely 
respected journals of cultural comment, 
and from years of dedication to the study 
of humanity and its future. These schol-
ars will be instrumental in shaping the 
individual programs and ensuring that 
the content is as accurate and timely as 
possible. 

In addition, a Scholar Advisory Board 
is being formed to assist the Foundation in 
the overall scope and plan for the series.

FIRST PRODUCERS WORKSHOP
In April 2002 the Foundation held the 
first Producers Workshop for the televi-
sion series, with a purpose of bringing 
together in one conference prominent 
television documentary producers and 
eminent scholars to discuss the produc-

tion challenges imposed by the content of 
the programs.

The fruitful weekend of meetings 
resulted in numerous changes to program 
sketches written prior to the workshop 
and many suggestions providing direction 
to both content and production. See the 
article, Page 1 of this issue, for details on 
the Producers Workshop.

SHAPING THE SERIES
Early drafts of the program sketches 
were sent to approximately one hundred 
scholars, most of them participants in 
Humanity 3000 events. Many responded 
with comments and suggestions for 
improving both individual programs and 
the series as a whole. This input, plus that 
of the Producers Workshop participants, 
led the Foundation to restructure the 
series, resulting in six one-hour programs, 
as follows:

Program 1: Earth and Beyond. Covering 
the broad sweep of time from the Big Bang 
to the rise of humanity, this program will 
discuss the evolution of the solar system, 
natural catastrophes that might threaten 
the planet such as asteroid strikes and 
gamma ray bursts, space travel, and the 
role of humans in the universe.

Program 2: This Tiny Planet. This program 
focuses on Earth and examines human-
planet interactions that pose questions 
concerning the long-term livability of the 
planet.

Program 3: The Evolution of Culture. 
With the human community as its scope, 
this program will consider such subjects as 
conscious evolution, the impact of global-
ization, and the future of culture conflict.

Program 4: To Love and to Work. Empha-
sizing the family unit, this program will 
examine possible scenarios for how 
humans will spend their lives in the future 
in terms of work, leisure, play, art, music, 
sports, relationships, and values.

Program 5: The Future Human. This pro-
gram evaluates the potential for changing 
humans in yet-unforeseen ways through 
advances in genetics and germline engi-

neering, cloning, nanotechnology, etc. 
Issues related to the future of medicine 
and possible further human speciation 
will be explored.

Program 6: The Horizons of Knowledge. 
The final program in the series examines 
what is likely to happen to human thought 
in the future, discussing subjects such as 
the evolution of human intelligence, scien-
tific and religious views of the world, new 
forms of education, and the development 
of artificial intelligence.

FUNDRAISING
An important element of the Project Plan-
ning Phase is securing funding for the 
initial efforts, including production of the 
series pilot program. Initial grant money 
has been secured and several additional 
funding sources have been identified. The 
Foundation’s fundraiser teams are pursu-
ing an aggressive proposal process. 

IN THE COMING YEAR
In November 2002, a workshop will be 
conducted on “The Future Human,” the 
subject of Program No. 5. The workshop 
will bring together experts from around 
the world who have dedicated their 
research to what humans are likely to 
become in the upcoming centuries.

The coming year will emphasize 
progress in writing program research 
documents, meeting with prospective 
program producers, writing and produc-
ing the series pilot, planning workshops 
for programs, identifying and recruiting 
scriptwriters, further fundraising efforts, 
and commencing pre-production of the 
programs.

BIANNUAL TELEVISION 
PROGRAM UPDATES
The rapid evolution of modern culture, 
especially the pervasive impact of advances 
in science and technology, require that 
prominent scholars from around the world 
continue to assess the long-term future of 
humanity on an ongoing basis.

The Foundation For the Future plans 
to produce a biannual television update 
program that will be an outgrowth of the 

Progress on The Next Thousand Years 
Television Series

I



4 • FALL 2002                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE NEWS FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE NEWS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                FALL 2002 • 5

The Next Thousand Years Producers Workshop Participants

plenary and small-group sessions designed 
to encourage a thorough discussion of 
series content, development methodology, 
production formats, and challenges.

continuing activities of its Humanity 3000 
program. Every two years, beginning two 
years after the original series is broadcast, 
The Next Thousand Years update program 
will present advances in science and tech-
nology and cultural progress that have 
occurred during that two-year period. 
These update programs—five per decade; 
50 per century—will focus on advances 
in human knowledge of the universe, the 
Earth, the human community, the family, 
the individual, and the mind. 

David Axelrod
Producer
Green Umbrella USA
Los Angeles, CA 

Stewart Brand
President
The Long Now Foundation
Sausalito, CA 

Noel Buckner
Producer
The Documentary Guild
Boston, MA 

William H. Calvin
Professor
Department of Neurobiology,
Psychiatry, and Behavioral Science
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 

Carl Charlson
Producer
WGBH-TV
Boston, MA 

Mark Davis
Producer
MDTV Productions
Newburyport, MA 

John Delaney
Professor
School of Oceanography
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

David Dugan
Chairman
Windfall Films Ltd.
London, England

Brian Fagan
Professor
University of California at 
Santa Barbara, CA 

Gary Glassman
Producer
Providence Pictures, Inc.
Providence, RI 

Sue Houghton
Producer
RDF Media
Sherman Oaks, CA 

Panos Ioannou
Group Leader
Cell and Group Therapy Research
The Murdoch Institute
Royal Children’s Hospital
Melbourne, Australia

Larry Klein
Producer
Production Group, Inc.
Washington, DC 

Ben Loeterman
Producer
Ben Loeterman Productions
Boston, MA 

Daniel McCabe
Producer
Big House Productions
Arlington, MA 

Larkin McPhee
Producer
Minneapolis, MN 

Joel Olicker
Producer
Powderhouse Productions, Inc.
Somerville, MA 

Jon Palfreman
President
Palfreman Film Group, Inc.
Lowell, MA 

Nancy Porter
Producer
Nancy Porter Productions, Inc. 
Lexington, MA 

Kate Raisz
Producer
Documentary Films
Watertown, MA 

Michael Shermer
Editor-in-Chief
Skeptic Magazine
Altadena, CA

Gregory Stock
Director
Program on Medicine, Technology, 
and Society
UCLA School of Medicine
Los Angeles, CA

Woodruff T. Sullivan III
Professor
Department of Astronomy
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Crispin Tickell
Chancellor
University of Kent at Canterbury
Gloucestershire, United Kingdom

Peter D. Ward
Professor
Department of Geological Sciences
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Rush Spencer Wells
Research Fellow
Trinity Hall
Essex, United Kingdom

Rob Whittlesey
Producer
The Documentary Guild
Boston, MA 

Kirk Wolfinger
Producer
Lone Wolf Pictures
South Portland, ME

Background information on these workshop participants is available on the Foundation’s website: 
PRODUCERS: http://www.futurefoundation.org/nty/apr02_producers.html.
SCHOLARS: http://www.futurefoundation.org/nty/apr02_scholars.html.

each program will delineate its own appro-
priate time frame. 

The Foundation utilized its learn-
ing from the Producers Workshop in the 
restructuring of the television series. The 
updated Project Plan, detailing revised pro-

gram descriptions, schedule, educational 
outreach plans, etc., is available for down-
loading from the Foundation’s website at 
http://www.futurefoundation.org/nty/
projectplan.html. First Producers Work-
shop Report, a summary of the Producers 
Workshop including transcripts of dis-
cussion sessions and keynote addresses, 
may also be downloaded from http:
//www.futurefoundation.org/nty/apr02_
report.html. 

A keynote speech led off each morning 
of the two-day workshop, offering samples 
of the type of content the Foundation 
intends to present in the series. Dr. Peter 
D. Ward, Professor in the Department 
of Geological Sciences at the University 
of Washington, spoke on “Future Evolu-
tion.” Dr. Gregory Stock, Director of the 
Program on Medicine, Technology, and 
Society at UCLA’s School of Medicine, 
spoke on “Redesigning Humans.”

Among the many useful suggestions 
and observations emerging from the 
workshop were: 1) As an organizing prin-
ciple, the series should aim at addressing 
critical questions—one or two for each 
program and one or two overarching 
questions for the entire series. 2) Six is the 
appropriate number of programs. 3) The 
approach should entail developing vision 
quests, using a protagonist and a coun-
tervailing antagonist in each program. 4) 
The target viewing audience ranges from 
school children to intelligent adult mem-
bers of the public. 5) The thousand-year 
horizon should be retained, even though 

Producers Workshop, continued from page 1.

In the Scholar Fishbowl, Panos Ioannou (left) spoke of the 
trajectory of human ascent, as John Delaney and Gregory 
Stock considered his comments.

Producer Larkin McPhee (with microphone) addresses 
production challenges. Listening are Mark Davis, Stewart 
Brand, and Joel Olicker.

Producer David Dugan discusses use of dual visions in 
program content. At right are producers Ben Loeterman, 
David Axelrod, Nancy Porter, Carl Charlson, and 
Rob Whittlesey.



The Next Thousand Years
participants at work

Gary Glassman Nancy Porter

Crispin TickellDavid Dugan

Jon Palfreman

Peter D. Ward

Carl Charlson

Ben Loeterman Rob Whittlesey

Sue Houghton John Delaney

Woodruff T. Sullivan III

Kirk Wolfinger Panos Ioannou



first producers workshop
April 19-21, 2002

Noel Buckner

Stewart Brand

Larkin McPhee

Larry Klein

David Axelrod Michael Shermer

Kate Raisz William H. Calvin Rush Spencer Wells

Gregory Stock Mark Davis

Joel Olicker

Daniel McCabe

Brian Fagan
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visionary with the resources and 
discipline to drive his vision into 
being is an individual who can 
make a difference in the future 

of the world. Such a visionary is Walter 
Kistler, a physicist and inventor who for 
years kept alive his vision of endowing 
a foundation focused on increasing and 
diffusing knowledge about the long-term 
future of humanity. This is the story of the 
unfolding of that vision.

THE MAKING OF A VISIONARY 
Walter Kistler was a 
boy growing up in 
Switzerland when he 
first became inter-
ested in rocketry and 
space mechanics—an 
interest that has con-
tinued into his 80s. He 
studied sciences at the 
University of Geneva 

and earned a Master’s degree in physics 
at the Federal Institute of Technology in 
Zurich. Having chosen instrumentation as 
his field, he pioneered a new measurement 
technology based on his own invention of 
a charge amplifier that could handle very 
high impedance signals. 

In 1951 he moved to the United States, 
where he soon invented a pulse constraint 
servo-accelerometer that was later used in 
the guidance of the Agena space rocket. In 
1957, he inaugurated Kistler Instrument 
Corporation (Winterthur, Switzerland), 
which became a world leader in the 
development of quartz sensors. Among 
innovations under his supervision was 
the development of the accelerometer 
used in the Apollo manned spaceflight 
project. Over the years, Walter obtained 
more than 50 patents and played a key role 
in the startup of several high-technology 

companies. In 1993 he co-founded Kistler 
Aerospace Corporation (Kirkland, WA), 
which is now developing the world’s first 
reusable launch vehicles to reduce the cost 
of access to space by 80 to 90 percent. The 
reusable system will be capable of launch-
ing Earth satellites into low Earth orbit, 
medium Earth orbit, geosynchronous 
orbit, and even on escape trajectories to 
the moon and the planets. 

But despite all this technical activity 
and intense interest in space, there was 
always in the back of Walter’s mind a ques-
tion about where humanity was headed.

“When I consider what has happened 
in the years since I was a boy,” he said, “we 
have deciphered the genetic code and are 
now able to study the most intimate struc-
ture of a human being. We have invented 
the transistor and have developed a 
computer-based civilization replete with 
computer games and interactive TV. We 
have even conquered space and humans 
have walked on the moon. However, few 
people are aware of the most drastic devel-
opment that has taken place in humanity’s 
condition, a development of portentous 
consequences. From the status of a child 
or teenager, humanity suddenly became 
an adult in the 20th century. Science and 
technology have given us so much power 
that we now control our own destiny. A 
position of control has its consequences. 
It entails great responsibility. Unfortu-
nately, we humans don’t seem to be aware 
of this.”

This question—how to make people 
more aware that decisions made by our 
species now will have binding repercus-
sions on future generations—is the basis 
of Walter’s long-held dream of endowing 
a foundation that would focus on the very 
long-term future of humanity. In 1996, the 
dream took physical form with the estab-

lishment of the Foundation For the Future, 
a private, nonprofit foundation for the 
purpose of promoting scholarly research 
to better understand the factors that may 
have a major impact on the quality of 
human life during coming millennia. 

To put it in Walter’s own words: “My 
feeling is that humanity is like a blind man 
running around in a dark cave. He is very 
likely to hit a hard wall and be seriously 
damaged. The purpose of this founda-
tion is to bring some light into the dark 
cave and some vision to the blind person 
in the cave, so that humanity really sees 
and understands its surroundings, its own 
essence. Only after there is full under-
standing and agreement, only then should 
any action be taken.”

Today the Foundation is entering its 
seventh year of operation.

THE FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE
Led by Walter Kistler, its 
founder and President, the 
Foundation For the Future 
is supported by a Board 
of Trustees, an Executive 
Director (Bob Citron), two 
Deputy Directors (Sesh 

Velamoor and Donna Hines), and a small 
administrative staff. Guidance is regularly 
sought from the Foundation’s Board of 
Advisors, a distinguished international 
panel of 14 scholars and scientists. Addi-
tional panels of advisors have been 
created to assist the Foundation in the 
overall direction of three key programs: 
Humanity 3000, The Next Thousand Years 
television series, and the Kistler Prize. 

In addition to these three major pro-
grams, the Foundation hosts workshops 
that focus on understanding the evolution-
ary factors affecting the long-term future 
of humanity; conducts a grant program 

Foundation For the Future: 
Unfolding a Vision
 by Jean Gilbertson

A
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that provides financial support to scholars 
whose research may have an impact on 
the long-term future of humanity; devel-
ops video productions and sponsors the 
production of films aimed at increasing 
and diffusing knowledge concerning the 
long-term future of humanity; publishes 
scholarly reports, newsletters, mono-
graphs, brochures, and other printed and 
media materials on the future of human-
ity, including dissemination of transcripts 
of the Foundation’s sponsored programs; 

seminar and symposia participants.
Such assemblies of scholars from dif-

ferent worldviews, different countries, and 
different fields of learning mean that there 
is wide variance of opinion expressed in 
the meetings. “It should be noted that it is 
neither avoidable nor objectionable when 
researchers and experts strongly disagree 
on a subject,” said Walter Kistler. “In fact, 
it is a good sign. It shows their concern 
and will get people to work harder on 
solutions.”

for more complex things to evolve from 
unicellular life. You see what the trends 
have been, and the trends are likely to con-
tinue with incremental modifications.” 

As developments in genetics promise 
a future in which we directly influence our 
own evolution, as we gain a deeper under-
standing of the origins of the universe, as 
we learn more about what is immutable in 
human nature and what is changeable, the 
future is likely to be strongly influenced 
by the decisions we make in the next few 
centuries. We need to evaluate our own 
abilities as a species to manage our future. 
This television series will examine those 
abilities and where they might lead us, uti-
lizing the work and visions of some of the 
most prominent thinkers of today. 

The purpose of the series is to help an 
informed public engage with the drivers of 
change, to understand the wild cards that 
threaten humanity’s survival, to explore 
the moral and ethical issues surrounding 
choices we make, and to examine our abil-
ity—and responsibility—to manage the 
future of our species.

and undertakes public awareness and edu-
cation programs concerning the long-term 
future of humanity. An element of the lat-
ter is educating young people about how 
the choices they make in their own lives 
may affect the future of humankind.

The Foundation For the Future is 
housed in a Foundation-owned, two-story 
office building in Bellevue, Washington. 

Humanity 3000
The most visible program of the Founda-
tion is Humanity 3000, which is designed 
to bring together at regular intervals a 
changing roster of some of the world’s 
most prominent thinkers. The purpose 
of these conferences is to assess the cur-
rent state of humanity and to identify the 
most significant factors that may affect the 
quality of life for the people of the Earth 
in the next thousand years. Participants 
in Humanity 3000’s annual seminars and 
bidecadal symposia come from around the 
world to take part in the multidisciplinary 
dialogues focused on the question: “Where 
does humanity go from here?” 

At its first symposium, held in 
August 2000, 70 scholars from 40 intel-
lectual and professional disciplines and 
20 countries gathered in Seattle as guests 
of the Foundation. The annual seminars 
typically convene 25 participants. In addi-
tion, smaller workshops are conducted as 
needed to provide a knowledge base for 

The Foundation is very clear that it is 
not a proponent of any particular course 
of action, nor is it an advocate for any 
cause or position beyond its mission to 
increase and diffuse knowledge concern-
ing the long-term future of humanity. It 
endeavors to provide a forum in which all 
viewpoints and opinions can be heard. 

The Next Thousand Years 
Television Series
An outgrowth of the Humanity 3000 pro-
gram is a six-program documentary series 
for public television entitled The Next 
Thousand Years, now in project planning. 
The programs are expected to air in 2006.

Advances in our understanding 
in scientific fields as varied as genetics, 
cosmology, medicine, nanotechnology, 
robotics, biology, and ecology continue 
to push back the frontiers of knowledge. 
These advances are allowing humankind 
to project trends and speculate about the 
future with a greater degree of confidence 
than ever before. Starting with an infor-
mative grounding in the latest relevant 
developments in these scientific fields, the 
programs in the series will present a ratio-
nal approach to examining the various 
alternative futures that might be possible. 

Is this prediction?
“You cannot predict the future,” said 

Walter Kistler, “but certainly you know the 
trends that have existed for billions of years 

To date, 75 scientists, social scien-
tists, and other scholars from around 
the world have agreed to participate in 
the development of The Next Thousand 
Years television series. The Foundation 
convened in April 2002 the first Producers 
Workshop to enable scholars and televi-
sion documentary producers to discuss the 
content of the programs and how to create 
an effective educational and entertaining 
television series.

An extensive Educational Outreach 
Program is also planned in connection 
with the television series.

Participants from 40 disciplines and 20 countries gathered for the first Humanity 3000 symposium in 2000.

Television producers, led by Executive Producer Jon 
Palfreman, discuss production challenges at the first 
Producers Workshop, held in April 2002.

Continued on page 10.
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Permanent Endowment 
Ensures Foundation’s 
Future in Perpetuity

The Foundation For the Future is now 
funded in perpetuity, thanks to a 
permanent endowment that has been 

established by the founder and President 
of the Foundation, Walter Kistler.

The permanent endowment will 
enable the Foundation to continue all of 
its current major programs: Humanity 
3000, the Kistler Prize, The Next Thousand 
Years Television Series (for which addi-

The Kistler Prize
An important element of Walter Kistler’s 
earliest vision for the Foundation was an 
award program to recognize and reward 
original contributions to the understand-
ing of the connection between the human 
genome and human society—especially 
those contributions stemming from 
research conducted with courage and 
conviction despite opposition from peers 
or the public. These contributions must 
be of a scientific nature, employing scien-
tific methods to establish the connections 
between genetics and human behavior.

In 1999, this element of the vision 
was realized with the establishment of 
the annual Kistler Prize, consisting of a 
US$100,000 cash award and a specially 
designed 180-gram gold medallion. Nomi-
nees may be either individuals or research 
institutions, from anywhere in the world.

Three recipients of 
the Kistler Prize have been 
named so far. In 2000, the 
first awarding of the Prize 
was to Dr. Edward O. 

Wilson, Pellegrino University Research 
Professor and Honorary Curator of Ento-
mology at Harvard University. The work 
for which Dr. Wilson received the Prize 
is the introduction of biological thought 
into the social sciences and humanities 
to create a new field called sociobiology. 
Dr. Wilson defined sociobiology as the 
systematic study of the biological basis of 
all forms of social behavior in humans as 
well as other life forms.

The 2001 recipient of the 
Kistler Prize was Dr. Richard 
Dawkins, Oxford University 
zoologist, Darwinist, and 
evolutionary biologist. The 
Prize recognized Dr. Dawkins’ work in 
the ethology of the gene, work that redi-
rected the focus of the “levels of selection” 
debate away from the individual animal 
as the unit of evolution to the genes and 
their extended phenotypes. At the same 
time, he applied a Darwinian view to cul-
ture through the concept of memes as 
replicators of culture. Both the gene and 
the meme, said Dr. Dawkins, are replica-
tors that mutate and compete in parallel 
and interacting struggles for their own 
propagation.

The winner of the 2002 
Kistler Prize is Luigi Luca 
Cavalli-Sforza, M.D., Pro-
fessor of Genetics Emeritus 
(active), Stanford Medical 
School, and world-renown expert on 
human genetic diversity. Dr. Cavalli-
Sforza has traced historical migrations by 
analyzing the genetic differences between 
humans living today, employing genetics 
as well as multiple other disciplines to 
track 100,000 years of human and cultural 
evolution. He was one of the founders of, 
and continues in the work of, the Human 
Genome Diversity Project, aimed at accu-
mulating DNA samples from populations 
all over the world for a comprehensive 
study of human genetic difference. 

Each year the Kistler Prize is presented 
personally by Walter Kistler at a formal 
banquet and ceremony in Seattle. Invited 
guests include distinguished academic, 
business, and political leaders.

A VISION IN PERPETUITY
Walter Kistler’s vision is still unfolding. 
In fact, essential components of his vision 
will be unfolding for centuries. Every pro-
gram of the Foundation is orchestrated 
with a long-term view. For example, the 
Humanity 3000 program is designed with 
the expectation that such meetings of 
prominent thinkers will continue annually 
for coming millennia, with each meeting 
casting its collective mind a thousand 
years into the future. And existing recog-
nition plaques for Kistler Prize recipients 
have room for over 250 years’ worth of 
awardees’ names.

“Today it is no longer Nature but our-
selves who rule the ways and the direction 
of humanity’s development,” said Walter 
Kistler. “Now there is a question: How 
will we humans handle what Nature has 
handled up till now? Will we make a mess 
out of it or will we be able to handle it? 
What can we do to ensure that we don’t 
mishandle it?”

These are questions that are appli-
cable whether the issue is the environment 
or species diversity or human reproduc-
tion or world population or the planet’s 
ecology, as well as such emerging issues as 
artificial intelligence, human augmenta-
tion, nanotechnology, and genomics. 

Walter Kistler’s ongoing vision is that 
the Foundation For the Future will con-

tinue to encourage knowledge—both its 
production and diffusion—so that people 
all over the world, now and long into the 
future, will intelligently, thoughtfully con-
sider the questions: “Where does humanity 
go from here? Will we take responsibility 
for the role we play in the answer to that 
question?” 

Jean Gilbertson is the Foundation’s Publications Manager. 
She has been on the staff since 1999.

Remembering an 
Influential Friend
by Walter Kistler

A long-time friend of mine, one who 
had a decisive influence on my life, 
leading ultimately to the establish-

ment of the Foundation For the Future, 
passed away suddenly in early September.

I met Walter Tanner 
(photo circa 1950s) when 
we both were young men 
from Switzerland newly 
hired by what is now Bell 
Aerosystems Company in Buffalo, NY. As 
we became friends, Tanner, an electronics 
engineer, not only encouraged the found-
ing of a company based on my inventions 
of novel quartz sensors, but also helped 
with design and production of the neces-
sary electronics. The new company, Kistler 
Instrument Corporation, flourished over 
the following years. Walter Tanner was 
key in the redirection of my life as an 
independent businessman with the means 
to establish a foundation dedicated to the 
long-term future of humanity. 

Continued on page 12.

Unfolding a Vision, continued from page 9.
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An oft-repeated slogan at Foundation 
events is: “Where does humanity go 
from here?” With its new endowment 

secured in perpetuity, the Foundation has 
launched an ambitious new Ten-Year Plan 
that is a roadmap for the Foundation’s own 
future.

The Plan carries forward with new 
energy the existing programs created in 
the Foundation’s first six years of opera-
tion, and it adds exciting new endeavors.

The event most immediately on the 
horizon at the Foundation is a two-day 
workshop this November entitled “The 
Future Human.” This workshop will func-
tion as both a knowledge workshop under 
the Humanity 3000 program and a scholar 
workshop for the television series, The 
Next Thousand Years. Program No. 5 of the 
series addresses how humans may evolve 
in the next thousand years as our species 
begins to defy its biological limits. 

Two Humanity 3000 seminars will be 
conducted each year in 2003 and 2004, and 
the next major bidecadal symposium will 
be held in 2005. On the agenda for the tele-

vision series in 2003 are key steps such as 
convening scholar workshops, writing the 
treatments for all six programs, and raising 
the funds for pre-production planning. 

The Foundation has awarded three 
Kistler Prizes to date and plans to present 
at least one additional Prize each year in 
perpetuity. The Research Grants program 
continues to make grant money available 
to scholars to undertake research related 
to factors that will have a major impact 
on the future of humanity. The Center 
for Human Evolution will convene at least 
one workshop a year, and the Foundation’s 
Education program has been earmarked 
for significant expansion.

One of the most exciting plans for the 
Foundation’s future, and one that will have 
a great, positive impact on all Foundation 
programs, is the building of a permanent 
Foundation Campus. Progress in 2003 will 
be devoted to campus design, property 
acquisition, and the inauguration of a 
fundraising capital campaign. 

In its electronic outreach, the Founda-
tion will implement a number of advances 

nergy and resources are building 
toward the development of the new 
Foundation For the Future Campus 

in Bellevue, WA. Landscape architects, city 
planners, property brokers, and property 
developers are already involved in a pro-
gram to expand the Foundation property 
to eight times its present size.

The purposes of the Campus are to 
establish a major property to carry out 
the long-term, worldwide goals of the 
Foundation and to enable the Foundation 
to become a significant force to enhance 
the worldwide public understanding of 
important issues facing humanity over the 
long term. 

The Campus is expected to be an intel-
lectual center for research and education 
about the long-term future of humanity. 
An extensive Public Education Program is 
already being planned. Monthly lectures 
by prominent scientists, summer training 
courses for science teachers, seminars for 
high school and college students on the 

long-term future, live internet broadcasts 
and live television cablecasts of scholar 
lectures and panel discussions, public art 
exhibits, and public discussions led by 
prominent scientists on topics related to 
the long-term future of humanity are just 
a few of the planned activities.

Campus facilities on the drawing 
board include a Conference Center that 
will feature a 240-person auditorium, 
conference rooms, meeting rooms, video-
conferencing facilities, video broadcast 
capabilities, four exhibit halls, library, large 
kitchen and dining facilities, and lounge 
areas; a Research Center for scholars and 
students; an Education Center; an Admin-
istration Building; underground parking; 
and a statuary garden featuring statues of 
prominent thinkers throughout history. 

The four exhibit halls will capture the 
length and breadth of culture and the cos-
mos. The Hall of Cultural Evolution will 
trace the origins and evolution of culture 
during the past two million years; the 

Where Does the Foundation Go from Here?

New Foundation Campus Being Planned
Hall of the Future will be a walk-through 
exhibit covering the time frame from the 
Big Bang to the death of the Sun six bil-
lion years from now; the Hall of the Kistler 
Prize will honor Kistler Prize recipients 
and enable visitors to see and hear videos 
of recipients’ acceptance speeches; and 
“The Internet Café of the Future” will be 
an interactive exhibit for students, with 
banks of computers and high-speed inter-
net connection.

The Campus is expected to be “a star-
tling physical presence,” said Bob Citron, 
Foundation Executive Director. “We plan 
to make this campus into a facility that 
not only is academically important inter-
nationally, but also is a place where the 
public will come just because of the many 
different exciting activities going on here.”

Following property acquisition and 
design phases, construction of the Founda-
tion Campus is anticipated to commence 
within the next few years. 

to its website in the coming year, including 
streaming video of scholar interviews and 
Kistler Prize acceptance speeches. Visitors 
to the website can expect to find down-
loadable files of all major Foundation 
publications, and a downloadable version 
of the film Cosmic Origins: From Big Bang 
to Humanity, which has been distributed 
in video format to more than 5,000 class-
rooms across the United States. 

E
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123-105th Avenue SE
Bellevue, Washington USA 98004

Phone         (425) 451-1333 
Email           info@futurefoundation.org
Website     www.futurefoundation.org

Upcoming Events

The Next Thousand Years 
Workshop
 November 8–10, 2002

First Walter Kistler 
Book Award
 March 2003

The Next Thousand Years 
Workshop
 Spring 2003

Humanity 3000 Seminar
 August 2003

Fourth Kistler Prize Banquet
 August 2003

If you prefer to access our material on our 
website and would like to be removed from 
our postal mailing list, please let us know.

Foundation For the Future 
Board of Advisors

Dr. George Bugliarello
Polytechnic University
Email: gbugliar@poly.edu

Dr. William Calvin
University of Washington
Email: wcalvin@u.washington.edu

Dr. Eric Chaisson
Tufts University
Email: echaisso@emerald.tufts.edu

Dr. Clement C. P. Chang
Tamkang University
Email: jttk@mail.tku.edu.tw

Joseph Coates
Consulting Futurist, Inc.
Email: joe@josephcoates.com

Dr. Christian de Duve
Christian de Duve Institute of Cellular Pathology
Email: vdmaele@icp.ucl.ac.be

Dr. Ricardo Diez-Hochleitner
Club of Rome
Email: diezhochri@grupo-timon

Dr. Brian Fagan
University of California, Santa Barbara
Email: brian@brianfagan.com

Barbara Marx Hubbard
Foundation for Conscious Evolution
Email: BMarxhubb@aol.com

Dr. Donald Johanson
Institute of Human Origins
Email: johanson.iho@asu.edu

Dr. Michio Kaku
City University of New York
Email: mkaku@aol.com

Graham Molitor
Public Policy Forecasting, Inc.
Email: gttmolitor@aol.com

Dr. Robert Muller
University for Peace
Email: barbara@rain.org

Dr. Edward O. Wilson
Harvard University
Email: ewilson@oeb.harvard.edu

tional funds are being raised), the Center 
for Human Evolution, the Research Grants 
Program, the Education Program, and the 
Publications Program. The Foundation 
will operate on investment earnings from 
the endowment principal, plus outside 
funds raised for specific purposes.

ore than 60 stations around the 
world received the live broadcast in 
July of an interview on 

UN Radio of Sesh Velamoor, 
Deputy Director of the Foun-
dation For the Future. The 
interview was conducted by 
Dr. Rashmi Mayur and focused on the 
topic “The Genome and Society.” 

 A major portion of the interview was 
concerned with the implications of the 
Human Genome Project for humanity, 
specifically in genetic engineering, germ-
line engineering, and genetic therapies. 
Another key emphasis was the potential 
gap between the First World and the Third 
World in the application and availability of 
such technologies.

Dr. Rashmi Mayur is President of the 
International Institute for a Sustainable 
Future, based in Bombay, India.

United Nations Radio has been 
broadcasting to client stations around the 
world for more than 50 years; for the past 
five, it has featured live one-hour interna-
tional broadcasts of interviews on subjects 
important to the world.

As part of the Foundation’s ongoing 
Outreach Program, Velamoor regularly 
accepts invitations to speak on radio and 
to organizations and schools at all edu-
cational levels on subjects related to the 
long-term future of humanity. 

UN Radio Interviews Foundation 
Deputy Director 

The Foundation For the Future was 
established in 1996 with an initial five-
year plan and the mission to increase 
and diffuse knowledge concerning the 
long-term future of humanity. “What we 
set out to do six years ago was to develop 
the Foundation into a major intellectual 
force for discussing the long-term future 
of humanity, and we have been, I think, 
quite successful at laying the groundwork 
for future generations of scholars,” said 
Bob Citron, Executive Director. 

From the Foundation’s inception, 
there was a larger vision of continuing the 
work and the mission of the Foundation 
in perpetuity. Negotiations for obtaining 
the endowment principal were conducted 
by Andrew Thompson, son-in-law of Wal-
ter Kistler and General Partner in Spring 
Ridge Ventures, Atherton, California. 

Guidelines established by Walter 
Kistler concerning principles of operation 
and philosophy of the Foundation will be 
codified into the trustee documents so 
that future generations of trustees will be 
guided by the benefactor’s vision. 

M

Endowment, continued from page 10.


