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he Foundation For the Future con-
ducted the fourth seminar of its 
Humanity  series August –, 
. “Our intention is to have an 

ongoing conversation about the long-term 
future of humanity,” said Sesh Velamoor, 
Foundation Deputy Director, Programs. 
“Each seminar brings together a fresh and 
carefully researched mix of minds from 
various disciplines to ensure that new per-
spectives are added to the dialogue.” 

Fourteen scholars from the physical, 
biological, and social sciences participated 
in Seminar No. , held at Foundation 
offices in Bellevue, WA. [See Page  for 
this seminar’s roster of participants.]

“Our goal is not to create a vision or 
come to a decisive set of guidelines,” said 
Velamoor. “Rather, we put our efforts into 
creating forums for scholarly discussion 
about the future and making those discus-
sions available to schools and the general 
public with the idea that a bottom-up, 
informed process of choice and decision-
making will affect the long-term future.”

Seminar No.  participants worked 
in both plenary and small-group settings, 

uring a black-
tie ceremony 
on the eve-

ning of August 
, , Walter 
Kistler presented 
the Kistler Prize 
for  to Dr. 
Arthur Jensen, 
renowned psy-
chometrician and 
Professor Emeri-

Fourth Humanity 3000 Seminar 
Expands the Dialogue 

Arthur Jensen Awarded 
2003 Kistler Prize 

arriving at what they determined to be 
the three most critical issues for the next 
thousand years. These were articulated as: 
() facilitating the avoidance of social con-
flicts, () the need for an international body 
or early-warning mechanism dedicated 
to recognition of and education about 
impending risks, and () implementing 
global consciousness or the sense of being 
a planetary species. Each of these issues 

was the focus of a fishbowl dialogue. 
Two keynote speakers were selected 

from among the participants to add to the 
overall body of knowledge and informa-
tion. Freedom From Religion Foundation 
spokesperson Dan Barker spoke on the 
role of religion and the importance of 
vigilance in the separation of church and 
state. “On balance,” Barker said, “religion 

tus of educational psychology, Graduate 
School of Education, University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. Dr. Jensen was honored for 
his uncompromising scientific research on 
human intelligence, resulting in the estab-
lishment of the genetic basis for individual 
differences in intelligence. Most notable 
is his comprehensive treatment of the g 
factor and its significance for scholars and 
researchers in the brain sciences, as well 
as education, anthropology, sociology, 

Clockwise from left, participants Don Beck, Gary Schwartz, Russell Genet, Ronald Moore, and John Hartung discuss the 
future of cultural, religious, and economic systems in the next generation, next ten generations, and next 40 generations.
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has been more harmful than good for the 
planet.” Dr. Paul Davies, Professor of natu-
ral philosophy in the Australian Centre 
for Astrobiology at Macquarie University, 
Australia, addressed the current state of 
the three great frontiers in physics: the very 
large (cosmology), the very small (particle 
physics), and the very complex. “Was the 
Big Bang a unique event, or are there many 
Bangs? Are there many Hubble Bubbles, 
and what relation do they have with each 
other in space and time?” These are among 
hotly debated questions in physics today, 
said Davies. 

A formal debate was engaged on the 
resolution: Humanity’s long-term future will 
result from intentional, intelligent human 
design. As the proponent, Dr. John Hartung, 
Associate Professor at , Brooklyn, 
considered the possibility that intelligence 

can mold the universe and called upon the 
wisdom of a series of distinguished cos-
mologists in arriving at his statement: “If 
you have a chance of attaining it, you have 
to go for it … if you don’t know that you 
don’t have a chance, you have to go for it.” 
Taking the opposition, Dr. Ronald Moore, 
Associate Professor at the University of 
Washington, spoke of the hubris of sup-
posing that we humans can have control 
over our destiny and reminded the gather-
ing that any such design must represent the 
interests of all the ecological stakeholders, 
not humans alone. The final vote was in 
favor of the resolution.

Following the meetings, several of the 
scholars and Foundation staff adjourned 
to a local restaurant to take part in a 
Conversation Café, a hosted participa-
tory gathering with the public, to further 
engage the subjects of the seminar. 

evolutionary psychology, economics, and 
public policy.

Created in , the Kistler Prize 
includes a cash award of , and a 
-gram gold medallion. The purpose of 
the annual Prize is to recognize and reward 
original work investigating the implica-
tions of genetics for human society.

In his acceptance speech, Dr. Jensen 
encapsulated his research in the psychology 
of human ability and education. Central to 
his work has been the psychological con-
struct at the basis of two laws of individual 
differences: “The first law is that individual 
differences in learning and performance 
increase as task complexity increases,” 
said Jensen. “The second law is that indi-
vidual differences in performance increase 
with continuing practice and experience, 
unless there is a low ceiling on proficiency.” 
These laws defy the conventional wisdom 
that education is a “great leveler.”

“The most controversial aspect of my 
research is the application of psychomet-
ric, chronometric, and behavioral genetic 
methods to the study of differences 
between population groups,” said Jensen. 
In the course of his investigations, he 
discovered Charles Spearman’s hypothesis 
concerning g, a general mental ability that 
enters into every activity requiring men-
tal effort. Research related to g became a 
major focus of Jensen’s work.

Approximately  guests attended 
the Kistler Prize award ceremony at 
Bell Harbor International Conference 
Center, Seattle. The text of Jensen’s accep-
tance speech may be downloaded from  
www.futurefoundation.org.  

Walter Kistler congratulates 2003 Kistler Prize recipient 
Arthur Jensen at formal award ceremony.

Humanity 3000, continued from page 1.

Kistler Prize, continued from page 1.



2 • WINTER 2003                                                                                                                                                                                  FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE NEWS FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE NEWS                                                                                                                                                                                  WINTER 2003 • 3

Prole

Arthur R. Jensen
Dr. Arthur R. Jensen, Professor Emeritus of educational psychology at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, was awarded the 2003 Kistler Prize in recognition of his scientific research 
establishing the genetic basis for individual difference in human intelligence.

Born in 1923, Jensen was educated at the University of California, Berkeley (B.A.), San 
Diego State College (M.A.), and Columbia University (Ph.D.). His postdoctoral research 
was completed at the University of London with noted differential psychologist Hans 
J. Eysenck in the late 1950s. Jensen became a Professor at the University of California, 
Berkeley, in 1958, and Professor of educational psychology in 1966.

Dr. Jensen first sparked significant controversy and protest in 1969 when his article “How 
Much Can We Boost IQ and Scholastic Achievement?” was published in Harvard Educa-
tional Review. Among the empirically based claims of the article, which has been cited 
extensively in scientific and professional journals, was that individual differences in IQ 
result for the most part from genetic differences, with much lesser impact from environ-
ment. He provided further explication of the article’s main issues in his books Educability 
and Group Differences (1973), Bias in Mental Testing (1980), and Straight Talk about Mental 
Tests (1981). In addition, Jensen reported his ongoing research over the years in some 
400 book chapters and journal articles. Dr. Jensen’s latest book, The g Factor: The Science 
of Mental Ability (1998), explains the psychometric, statistical, genetic, and physiologi-
cal bases of g and provides refutations to all major challenges that have been brought 
against the concept. He has come to regard g, which is a product of genetics and human 
evolution, as one of the most central phenomena in all of behavioral science.

“In my opinion,” Jensen stated in his Kistler Prize acceptance speech, “a most desirable 
aim for the immediate future [of humanity] is to promote strict priority in recognizing 
the realities of individual differences, regardless of group membership … A goal I have 
long advocated is making public education much more radically diverse in ways that will 
better accommodate the great diversity of individual differences in the whole popula-
tion, disregarding the current profusion of group classifications.”

Previous editions of the Foundation newsletter have profiled Walter Kistler, Foundation Benefactor; Barbara 
Marx Hubbard, member, Humanity 3000 Organizing Committee and Foundation Board of Advisors; Eric 
Chaisson, member, Foundation Board of Advisors; Brian Fagan, member, Humanity 3000 Organizing Committee 
and Foundation Board of Advisors; Donald Johanson, member, Foundation Board of Advisors; Michio Kaku, 
member, Foundation Board of Advisors; Edward O. Wilson, member, Foundation Board of Advisors and first 
recipient of the Kistler Prize; Richard Dawkins, advisor, The Next Thousand Years television series and second 
recipient of the Kistler Prize; Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza, third recipient of the Kistler Prize; and Gregory Stock, 
first recipient of the Walter P. Kistler Book Award.

ome  people gath-
ered for a Sunday 
afternoon book-sign-

ing on October  when 
Walter Kistler spoke on 
the ideas in his new book, 
Reflections on Life. The 
event was held in Kirk-

Left to right, Sesh Velamoor, Walter Kistler, and Frank 
Miele enjoy a light moment during panel responses.

After the presentation, the audience gathered for signed 
copies of Walter Kistler’s book, Reflections on Life. 

Book-Signing for 
Reflections on Life

land, WA, at Yarrow Bay Grill on Carillon 
Point, on the shore of Lake Washington.

“There is confusion between what is 
good and what is truth,” said Kistler. “The 
view of truth as being relative is a very dan-
gerous view … It is completely wrong to try 
to adjust truth to someone’s idea of what is 
good.” Drawing a comparison with the 
effects of Western industrialization, Kistler 
recommended study that might enlighten 
us about our internal environment, the 
human genome, just as the Environmental 
Movement has enlightened us about our 
external environment.

Following the presentation, a panel 
composed of Kistler, Sesh Velamoor 
(Foundation Deputy Director), and Frank 
Miele (Skeptic Magazine Senior Editor 
with whom Kistler wrote Reflections) fur-
ther addressed key issues in the book and 
fielded questions from the audience.

Born and educated in Switzerland, 
Walter Kistler is a physicist by education, 
and an inventor and businessman by 
profession. He founded the world-class 
measurement instrumentation companies, 
Kistler Instrument Corporation (Win-
terthur, Switzerland) and Kistler-Morse 
Corporation (Bothell, WA), as well as 
Kistler Aerospace Corporation (Kirkland, 
WA), developer of reusable launch vehicles 
for delivery of spacecraft to Earth orbit. In 
 he established the Foundation For the 
Future, a nonprofit foundation dedicated 

to the increase and diffusion of knowl-
edge concerning the long-term future of 
humanity.

Reflections on Life is based on diaries 
kept by Kistler over a period exceeding 
 years. It features his observations and 
conclusions on science, religion, truth, 
ethics, success, and society. For more 
information or to order a copy of the book, 
please visit the Reflections on Life website: 
www.futurefoundation.org/Reflections
OnLife.  
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Website Expansion 
oundation Creative Director and Web-
master Jeff Holdsworth has embarked 
on the revamping of the Foundation’s 

website. Not only is the entire website 
being redesigned for easier use, but two 
major elements are being added, changing 
the site to a dynamic format.

First, a number of important speeches 
will become available through video-
streaming, including certain Humanity 
 keynotes, Kistler Prize acceptance 
speeches, and scholars’ visions of the 
thousand-year future. Visitors to the Foun-
dation website will be able to press a button 
to see and hear E.O. Wilson making his 
stirring acceptance of the first Kistler Prize 
or Gregory Stock’s vision of what is pos-
sible in our future.

The second major element to be 
implemented is a Global Alert Network, a 
single source where individuals around the 
world can find links to networks on vari-
ous matters important to the present and 
future status of planet Earth.

Website renovation is under way, with 
completion anticipated by April . Keep 
an eye on www.futurefoundation.org.  

he second workshop devoted to 
content of The Next Thousand Years 
television programs will be convened 

by the Foundation in spring . 
The focus will be “This Tiny Planet,” 

which will examine human-planet issues 
that impinge on the long-term livability 
of Earth, including population, carrying 
capacity, sustainability, exhaustion of nat-
ural resources, global warming, nuclear 
holocausts, and other planet-scale con-
siderations. A number of distinguished 
scholars with expertise in these areas will 
be invited to participate in the workshop, 
which will generate background informa-
tion and content for this episode.  

n October, Walter Kistler 
presented the second 
annual  Evolution-

Education Award to R. 
Wesley McCoy, Ph.D., 
of North Cobb High 

n spring  the Foundation For the 
Future organized a student essay contest 
in conjunction with the first awarding of 

the Walter P. Kistler Book Award. Entries 
were invited in two categories – high 
school and below, and college and above 
– on the topic: What are the implications 
of genetic enhancement technologies for our 
long-term future? 

This essay topic bore directly on the 
subject of the book Redesigning Humans, 
by Dr. Gregory Stock, winner of the  
Walter P. Kistler Book Award. 

In the “college and above” category, 
Brett Drugge, a student at Pacific Oaks 
College, won first place, and second place 
was won by co-authors David Hill and 
Tamar Krishnamurti, students at Carnegie 
Mellon University. In the “high school 
and below” category, first place was won 
by Katharyn Y. Jia, and second place, by 
Mia Weiss. Both Katharyn and Mia are 
students at Stevenson Elementary School, 
Bellevue, WA. 

Cash awards totaling  were 
paid to contest winners. Text of the 
winning entries may be found at 
www.futurefoundation.org. 

Dr. Wesley McCoy

Next Workshop in 
Planning for The Next 
Thousand Years Series

T

Georgia Teacher Wins 
Evolution-Ed. Award

School, Kennesaw, GA. 
Dr. McCoy is Science Department Chair 
and teaches biology, genetics, and astron-
omy. The award was given during the 
annual National Association of Biology 
Teachers convention in Portland, OR. 

The award was established in  in 
conjunction with the  to recognize 
innovative and effective classroom teach-
ing and community education to promote 
the accurate understanding of biological 
evolution. It includes , in cash plus 
travel expenses to the  convention 
and a plaque. 

McCoy was named the  Georgia 
Science Teacher of the Year and received in 
 a Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching. 
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Outstanding Essays
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