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I
n 2006, the Foundation For the Future 
celebrates the 10th anniversary of its 
founding. This milestone is being com-
memorated in conjunction with the 

the Foundation programs were developed, 
going “live” with seminars and workshops 
for the first time in 1998. In the years since, 
the Foundation has steadily grown in the 
reach and impact of its programs.

Today, the Foundation For the Future 
draws eminent scholars from around the 

This fall, the Foundation For the Future 
will join with UNESCO in conducting 
an international seminar, “Humanity 

upon the biosphere from a very long-range 
perspective? What does sustainability mean 
in the context of a thousand years into the 
future? What will conservation (or lack 
thereof) of biological diversity mean in the 
long term? These and related questions will 
be addressed at the September seminar.

Foundation For the Future News will 
report on the UNESCO/FFF seminar in 
the Fall 2006 issue. 

world to its seminars, continuously expands 
its diffusion of findings to the public, and 
has plans in place for international venues 
for future forums. [See Pages 4–6 for cover-
age of why the Foundation was created, the 
Foundation’s first 10 years, and a look to the 
next decade.] 

awarding of the 2006 Kistler Prize in Octo-
ber and in this special edition of Foundation 
For the Future News.

The Foundation was established in 1996 
by Walter Kistler and Bob Citron, long-time 
business associates, after years of discus-
sion reflecting their common concerns for 
the future of humanity and planet Earth. 
A building was purchased in Bellevue, 
Washington, to house the new venture, and 
the Foundation took residence in January 
1997. Two trusted employees from other 
Kistler companies, Donna Hines and Sesh 
Velamoor, were brought aboard to become 
deputy directors in charge of administration 
and program development, respectively, 
and a small staff was put in place.

From the outset, the mission was set: 
the Foundation would be dedicated to the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge con-
cerning the long-term future of humanity. 
A Board of Trustees was established [see 
Page 3]. Under the guidance of several care-
fully chosen panels of advisors [see Page 4], 

Foundation Celebrates 10th Anniversary

and the Biosphere: The Next Thousand 
Years,” to be conducted September 20–22 
in Paris.

The seminar builds on UNESCO’s Man 
and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), 
which has worked continuously since the 
early 1970s for the sustainable use and 
conservation of biological diversity and an 
improved relationship between people and 
their environment globally. Foundation co-
sponsorship adds an emphasis on the thou-
sand-year future. How can humankind look 

unesCO and FFF Team up for Paris seminar

“I established the Foundation For the Future 

because of my concern that humanity is plowing 

ahead without a thorough understanding of the 

factors that will have a major impact on future 

generations. Humanity is like a vehicle going 

down a steep slope without a steering wheel, 

without brakes, and without a driver. My hope 

is that over coming decades, the Foundation 

For the Future will help develop science-based 

information and knowledge to assist future generations with the safe 

steering of this vehicle to a sustainable and worthwhile future.”

Walter Kistler, Co-founder and President
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“Crossroads for Planet earth” seminar

Human population, extreme and wide-
spread poverty, biodiversity, energy 
and environment, public health, world 

world system in order to ensure species 
survival and to optimize the quality of life 
within the sustainable limits of our hold-
ing environment. Wasdell stated: “Today 
we are facing a bifurcation in the whole 
Earth system that places the crossroads for 
Planet Earth in a new and critical context. 
Without effective action we will trigger the 
Anthropocene Extinction Event.” Wasdell 
described three choices for action, but only 
one, the “survival pathway,” will halt and 
reverse the rise in global temperatures and 
bring about constant, stable equilibrium. 
That pathway, he said, demands a long-
term strategy of “sustained reduction in 
greenhouse gas concentration, stabilizing 
and reducing the rate of global heating, and 
initiating a period of global cooling.”

The second keynote was “Crossroads for 
Planet Earth: Harnessing Science and Tech-
nology for Reconciling Human Security and 
Environmental Protection” by P.C. Kesavan, 
Professor at M.S. Swaminathan Research 
Foundation in Chennai, India, who spoke 

quence will be made, either proactively or 
by default. In September 2005, Scientific 
American ran a series of articles by experts 
in these fields, followed in October by a 
one-day forum involving those experts as 
speakers. For two days in April 2006, the 
Foundation For the Future brought together 
Scientific American scholars with additional 
voices from the United States and abroad to 
carry the conversation forward.

“Crossroads for Planet Earth” was con-
ducted as a seminar of the Humanity 3000 
Program, which regularly reviews historical, 
cultural, scientific, and technological trends 
along with today’s emerging technologies to 
consider the question: Where does humanity 
go from here?

The first of two keynotes at the April 
workshop was “Facing Bifurcation: Cross-
roads in Context” by David Wasdell, Direc-
tor of the Meridian Programme, about 
accumulating greenhouse gases. Meridian 
Programme, a London-based organiza-
tion, holds as its purpose: to serve the task 
of human integration at every level of the Continued on Page 8

economies, global priorities – in so many 
arenas, humanity has reached a crossroads 
where decisions of monumental conse-

In a fishbowl discussion on the context and components of sustainability, UNESCO’s Natarajan Ishwaran reminds the 
group that “rationality and sustainability are not the same” and “maybe at the end of the methodology discussion, the 
sustainability definition will look very different.”

Left to right, George Musser, Editor of Scientific American, follows a line of argument with David Wasdell, Sesh Velamoor, 
Mike Treder, and Paul Polak.
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Continued on Page 8

Profile

Charles Murray
Dr. Charles Murray, author and Bradley Fellow of the American Enterprise Institute, 
was elected to the Foundation For the Future Board of Trustees in 2006. He has often 
come to USA national attention for his books and articles related to social science and 
social policy.  

Born in Newton, Iowa, Murray earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Harvard and 
a Ph.D. in political science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He spent six 
years in Thailand, first as a Peace Corps volunteer with the village Health Program, then 
as a researcher. From 1974 to 1981, he worked for the American Institutes for Research, 
a private social science research organization, where he was ultimately named Chief 
Scientist. He supervised evaluations in urban education, welfare services, daycare, 
adolescent pregnancy, services for the elderly, and criminal justice. From 1981 to 1990, 
he was a Fellow with the Manhattan Institute, then became affiliated in 1990 with the 
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, a private, nonpartisan, not-for-
profit institution founded in 1943 and dedicated to research and education on issues of 
government, politics, economics, and social welfare. 

Among Dr. Murray’s books are Losing Ground: American Social Policy 1950–1980, a con-
troversial analysis of the reforms of the 1960s, published in 1984; In Pursuit of Happi-
ness and Good Government, published in 1988; and The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class 
Structure in American Life, co-written with Richard J. Herrnstein and published in 1994; 
What It Means to Be a Libertarian: A Personal Interpretation, published in 1996, and, most 
recently, In Our Hands: A Plan to Replace the Welfare State, published in �006. He has also 
published numerous shorter pieces in The New Republic, Commentary, The Public Inter-
est, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, National Review, and The Washington 
Post. He has been a frequent witness before congressional and senate committees and 
a consultant to senior government officials of the United States, Great Britain, Eastern 
Europe, and the OECD.

Murray has been the subject of cover articles in Newsweek, The New York Times Maga-
zine, and The Los Angeles Times Magazine, as well as of segments on television programs 
such as 20/20, PrimeTime Live, 60 Minutes, and network news. He has been a guest on 
Nightline, This Week with David Brinkley, Meet the Press, The MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour, 
Firing Line, Crossfire, Today, and Good Morning America. Murray was named by National 
Journal as one of the 150 “People Who Make a Difference” in national policy-making. 
When U.S. News and World Report published a cover story on “The New American Estab-
lishment,” Murray was chosen as one of 3� men and women who define the contempo-
rary intellectual debate on social policy, and Newsweek recently chose Murray as one 
of a hundred Americans who lead their fields. 

Foundation elects new Trustee Walter P. Kistler Book 
Award Won by Prof. 
William h. Calvin

The 2006 Walter 
P. Kistler Book 
Award was pre-

sented in April to 
William H. Calvin, 
Ph.D., Affiliate Pro-

fessor Emeritus, Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences, University of Washington School 
of Medicine, for his book A Brain for All 
Seasons: Human Evolution & Abrupt Cli-
mate Change, published in 2002.

In making the presentation to Dr. Calvin, 
Walter Kistler referred to A Brain for All 
Seasons as “a book that dares to look closely 
at controversial issues, to keep looking until 
important conclusions crystallize….”

The book takes the 
reader on an odys-
sey from London to 
Europe, then Africa, 
then over Greenland 
for a broad sweep of 
hominid history and 
the likely impacts to 
it of abrupt climate 
change.

Unlike past presentations of the Walter P. 
Kistler Book Award, the Foundation did not 
ask Dr. Calvin to give an acceptance speech. 
Instead, he was interviewed on stage by Sesh 
Velamoor, Foundation Deputy Director, 
Programs. During the interview, Calvin 
addressed global warming and abrupt cli-
mate change, and often framed his answers 
in the context of prehistoric millennia: “Our 
period of civilization has been a particu-
larly privileged time, it appears, in history,” 
said Calvin. “There is a sense in which a 
gradual cooling may have been prevented 
by our maintaining this unusually stable 
warm period. But, of course, now we have 
clearly overdone it and we are going to get 
a substantial warming. And the warming 
is predicted to be 3–5º C in this century. 
This is comparable to what occurred at the 
beginning of the previous warm period. 
The most recent warm-up of the ice age 
occurred 15,000 years ago and it was pretty 
much over by about 8,000 years ago. … The 
last time it happened, we got a 4- to 6-meter 
sea level rise out of it.”

All decisions and activities of the Foun-
dation For the Future are overseen by 
a Board of Trustees that has, during the 

In 2006, this Board voted to add to its 
membership Charles Murray, author and 
Bradley Fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute. [See Profile below.]

Foundation For the Future trustees are 
elected for three-year terms and may be 
reelected for additional terms. Their general 
responsibility is to serve in support of the 
mission of the Foundation, with a variety of 
specific responsibilities to this end. 

organization’s first ten years, been composed 
of five trustees: Walter Kistler, Co-founder 
and President; Bob Citron, Co-founder and 
Executive Director; Milt Woods, consultant 
to small businesses; Sesh Velamoor, Dep-
uty Director, Programs; and Donna Hines, 
Deputy Director, Administration.
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Participant Comments 
over the Decade
“I have been enlightened by a lot of things that have 
been said here and it is certainly going to affect my 
work greatly from now on.”

Wendell Bell
Yale University

“If the intention of the organizers was to make people 
who have never thought about the far future do so, 
then it succeeded gloriously with me, and I have not 
stopped since.”

susan Blackmore
University of the West of England

“The Humanity 3000 Symposium was one of the most 
important, challenging, and disturbing meetings I 
have ever attended.”

duane elgin
Choosing Our Future

“… the Foundation For the Future has as its 
overarching function the learning of conscious 
evolution, helping humanity understand that we are 
evolving, we are affecting our future by everything we 
do, and we must learn to behave now in such a way as 
to assure our long-range future.”

Barbara Marx hubbard
Foundation for Conscious Evolution

Why the Foundation Was Created

For many years Walter Kistler felt trou-
bled by trends he saw occurring. By the 
early 1980s, he had begun to think that 

a longer-range future, a future that does 
not concern themselves but may concern 

the future of their country, of the whole 
of humanity. And even those who are so 
concerned, with the best intentions, may 
not end up doing much good because they 
are quite incapable of properly judging the 
situation. My foundation’s purpose is to 
help those who have the selfless intention 
to really do good … to better judge by pro-
viding the best information possible.”

A month later, he noted: “Something will 
have to be done … but in order to avoid disas-
trous errors, it is better to thoroughly know 
your subject before you act. Number One 
now is to investigate in depth the factors that 
determine the future evolution of human-
kind, but today such investigations are not 
encouraged, in fact are strongly hindered by 
ignorance, greed, and taboos. … Encourag-
ing such investigations through distribution 
of prizes to the best job done is the charter 
of my Foundation For the Future.”

A list of guidelines was drawn up for the 
new foundation’s work. Among the guide-
lines were: No politics; no advocacy; no bias 
from right or left; no preconceived views; 
no cover-up even if the truth is painful or 
not politically correct; no axe to grind; no 
call to action, just promotion of knowledge; 
most important, no opinion will be rejected 
as stupid or objectionable as long as it is 

The Teams behind the First 10 Years
A cornerstone of the Foundation For the Future is the conviction that the best ideas for 
the future of humankind may be arrived at by putting people together, face to face, to 
share views, ask questions, fill in knowledge gaps, and expand understandings. Accord-
ingly, throughout its first ten years, the Foundation has relied on teams of people to 
guide its development. In addition to the Board of Trustees [See story, Page 3], the teams 
responsible for the success of the Foundation include:

BoARD oF ADvISoRS

Eight eminent scholars composed the Foundation’s Board of Advisors in the beginning, 
including Eric Chaisson, Tufts University; Christian de Duve, Rockefeller University; 
Ricardo Diez-Hochleitner, Club of Rome; Brian Fagan, University of California at Santa 
Barbara; Barbara Marx Hubbard, Foundation for Conscious Evolution; Donald Johanson, 
Institute of Human Origins; Robert Muller, University for Peace; and Edward o. Wilson, 
Harvard University. 

Over the decade, six Advisors were added to the Board: George Bugliarello, Polytechnic 
University; William H. Calvin, University of Washington; Clement C.P. Chang, Tamkang 
University; Joseph Coates, Consulting Futurist, Inc.; Michio Kaku, City University of New 
York; and Graham Molitor, Public Policy Forecasting, Inc. 

At present, Drs. Bugliarello, de Duve, and Wilson are Advisors Emeriti.

HuMANITY 3000 oRGANIzING CoMMITTEE

Scientists and futurists who were key to the formation of the Humanity 3000 Program 
include Clement Bezold, Institute for Alternative Futures; Eric Chaisson; Joseph Coates; 
Brian Fagan; Barbara Marx Hubbard; Sohail Inayatullah, Queensland University of 
Technology; Charles Johnston, Institute for Creative Development; Graham Molitor; 
Siro Polo Padolecchia, European Institute for Futures Studies; and Allen Tough, Uni-
versity of Toronto.

KISTlER PRIzE ADvISoRY PANEl

Each year a panel composed of prominent members of the academic community assists 
the Foundation Board of Trustees in evaluating candidates for the Kistler Prize. Winners 
of the Prize automatically become members of the Advisory Panel. 

RESEARCH GRANTS PRoGRAM ADvISoRY CoMMITTEE

The Foundation was assisted in establishing its Research Grants Program by Joseph 
Coates and Kanawha Institute.

The NexT ThousaNd Years  SCHolAR ADvISoRY BoARD

The Foundation has established a Scholar Advisory Board for its television documentary 
series. An Executive Producer, Jon Palfreman, Palfreman Film Group, was selected and 
has begun developing treatments. Nearly 100 prominent scholars from around the world 
have agreed to participate in the project.

Continued on Page 6

perhaps a foundation should be formed to 
study how best to respond to this situation 
with a view to the long-term future. In early 
diary notes, he referred to this as the “Kistler 
Foundation,” but in 1994, he settled on a dif-
ferent name: “Foundation For the Future.”

Through 1995 and into 1996, Kistler’s 
thinking about the foundation continued 
to take shape. In May 1996, he wrote in his 
diary: “… few people are concerned with 

Walter Kistler, Co-founder and President, makes 
concluding remarks at the end of a seminar. 
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medallion. The 2006 winner is the seventh 
recipient of the Prize.

Center for Human Evolution Program 
convenes prominent thinkers in small, infor-
mal workshops to share their knowledge 
and perspectives of the evolutionary factors 
affecting the long-term future of humanity. 
Five workshops have been conducted.

The Next Thousand Years Television 
Series is a four-program documentary series, 
in planning for public television, designed 
to help an informed public engage with the 
drivers of change, understand the wild cards 
that threaten humanity’s survival, explore 
the moral and ethical issues surrounding 
choices, and examine humankind’s ability 
– and responsibility – to manage the species’ 
future. An Executive Producer was selected 
and three scholar workshops have convened 
regarding program content.

Continued on Page 8

10 Programs in 10 Years

What’s next?

The Foundation’s second decade prom-
ises to be even more exciting than the 
first, as the Foundation expands its 

presence in the international scholar com-
munity.

 Moving into the first year of the new 
decade, the Foundation is embarking on 
a long-range plan to globalize its activities 
by co-hosting scientific seminars and work-
shops with United Nations agencies such 
as UNESCO and UNEP (United Nations 
Environment Programme), as well as other 
international organizations.

The first of these co-hosted events is the 
seminar “Humanity and the Biosphere: The 
Next Thousand Years,” which will be held in 
cooperation with UNESCO’s Office of Eco-
logical and Earth Sciences in Paris, France, 
September 20–22, 2006.

Bangalore, India, is the site of the second 

In its first ten years of existence, the Foun-
dation For the Future established ten pro-
grams and engaged over 200 scholars as 

Continued on Page 6

Walter P. Kistler Book Award, estab-
lished in 2003, recognizes authors whose 
books make important contributions to the 
public’s understanding of the factors that 
may impact the long-term future of human-
ity. The annual award includes a cash prize 
of US$10,000 and a certificate. Four authors 
have received the award.

Research Grants Program provides 
financial support to scholars undertaking 
research at a macro level that is directly 
related to better understanding the factors 
affecting the long-term future of humanity. 
Fourteen grants have been awarded.

Education and Outreach Program 
undertakes public awareness concerning 
the long-term future of the human species. 
It includes financial support for educational 
workshops, films, and websites; papers 

participants:
Humanity 3000 Program, established 

in 1998, convenes knowledge workshops, 
annual seminars, and bidecadal symposia, 
regularly bringing together some of the 
world’s most prominent thinkers to assess the 
current state of humanity and to identify the 
most significant factors that may affect life for 
the people of the Earth a thousand years into 
the future. Two symposia, six seminars, and 
three workshops have been conducted.

Kistler Prize Program, established in 
1999, presents an annual award recognizing 
original contributions to the understand-
ing of the connection between the human 
genome and human society. It consists of a 
US$100,000 cash award and a 180-gram gold 

Foundation For the Future’s first Humanity 3000 bidecadal symposium, held in 2000, brought together 70 scholars from 
40 professional disciplines and 20 countries for discussions on the long-term future of humanity.

Bob Citron, Co-founder and Executive Director of the 
Foundation, speaks at a Kistler Prize award ceremony. 

Sesh Velamoor, left, Deputy Director, Programs, interviews 
the 2005 Kistler Prize winner, Dr. Thomas J. Bouchard, Jr. 

Gregory Stock won the 2003 Walter P. Kistler Book Award 
for Redefining Humans: Our Inevitable Genetic Future. 

U.R. Rao, Chairman of the PRL Council Department of 
Space (Bangalore), speaks at the “Humans and Space” 
workshop. At Dr. Rao’s left is astronaut Nicholas Patrick.

Elisabet Sahtouris, George Bugliarello, and Rosaleen Love 
concentrate on comments made by Olugbenga Adesida 
on the subject of ethics during the 2000 symposium.
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delivered at futures conferences; and visits 
to schools and other organizations. Most 
recently, a seminar program for students 
was instituted, entitled “The Future: Young 
Scholars’ Inquiry.” [See Page 7]

Publications Program publishes pro-
ceedings with transcripts of Foundation 
seminars, symposia, and workshops. In 
addition, the Foundation For the Future 
regularly publishes newsletters, brochures, 
and other printed and media materials on 
the future of humanity.

Walter P. Kistler Science Documentary 
Film Award, to be presented for the first 
time in 2007, is an annual award to honor 
an outstanding documentary film that elu-
cidates factors that will affect the long-term 
future of humanity. The award includes a 
US$10,000 cash award and a certificate.

10 Programs in 10 Years, continued from Page 5 Walter P. Kistler Science Teacher of the 
Year Award, to be presented for the first 
time in 2007, is an annual award to recog-
nize an elementary, middle, or high school 
science teacher for outstanding teaching 
achievements in the field of science. The 
award includes a US$5,000 cash award and 
a certificate.

In addition to the ten established pro-
grams, the Foundation For the Future has 
developed video-production facilities and 
has sponsored the production of films aimed 
at increasing public awareness concerning 
the long-term future of humanity. Foremost 
among these films is Cosmic Origins: From 
the Big Bang to Humanity, a 15-minute film 
created in association with the Wright Cen-
ter for Innovative Science Education at Tufts 
University; the film has been distributed to 
thousands of classrooms across the United 

States [visit www.futurefoundation.org/
videos/ to view this film]. The Foundation 
also videotapes scholar interviews and key 
portions of all Humanity 3000 workshops, 
seminars, and symposia, as well as Kistler 
Prize award ceremonies. The Foundation 
film library now contains over 250 hours 
of a digital video archive covering its first 
ten years.

As a result of the operation of these 
programs, the Foundation has established 
a presence in the international scholar com-
munity as an important voice in research 
and discussions that will contribute to our 
species’ understanding of the critical fac-
tors that will affect the long-term future of 
humanity.

For further details on any of these pro-
grams, visit the Foundation’s website at 
www.futurefoundation.org. 

substantiated with facts. Kistler wrote: “The 
most outstanding example is Charles Dar-
win, who did thorough, detailed research 
over many years, then had the genius to 
interpret it correctly, then had the courage 
to present it, although he knew he would be 
violently attacked because his findings hurt 
the pride of his compatriots.”

As Kistler thought about his foundation, 
one conviction became firm: “The goal is 
strictly to get more and better understand-
ing of the factors that will determine the 
future, for the better or the worse. Where the 
long-range future of humanity is concerned, 
I feel we don’t know what is good and what 

is bad. We want to investigate; we want to 
gain knowledge and understanding.”

At the first Humanity 3000 symposium, 
held in August 2000, Kistler described the 
working model: “In these meetings, we like 
all opinions to be represented, all opinions 
to be voiced, whether from the right or the 
left, whether politically correct or politically 
incorrect. I think we achieve a lot by being 
here, by having all opinions, because my 
conviction is that as we talk, as we discuss, 
the truth is what will distill itself like a crys-
tal that grows in a solution to its beautiful 
form. I think the truth will distill out of all 
the work we do.” 

Participant Comments 
over the Decade
“We are entering an age of synthesis such as occurs 
only once every few generations.”

eric Chaisson
Tufts University

“ … all that we are today discussing would be like a 
very raw level of thinking compared to the type of 
thinking process that you may have, say, 500 years 
later, once you have this coupling of minds and 
coupling of brains taking place…. These are the kinds 
of things I see in the next thousand years that can 
bring in a definition for life and intelligence much 
beyond what we conventionally see.”

Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore

“I found that in this experience I have become much 
more optimistic about the future.”

John skoyles
London School of Economics

“The conference was especially valuable for bringing 
together exceedingly bright persons from diverse 
backgrounds and disciplinary specializations to think 
seriously and provocatively about the future.”

howard Wiarda
University of Massachusetts

“I learned that it’s important to share your ideas with 
your peers and even other people that you come 
into contact with because that way you actually get 
a holistic view of what everyone thinks and you get 
a more rounded view of what the problem is and 
you can, as a group, think of ways to come up with a 
resolution for it.”

Alberto
High School Student

“…When you boil it down, it’s really not that hard. 
Most of the time the obstacle was money or time or 
manpower, and we can deal with that. It made the 
future seem a lot closer and a lot brighter for me.”

Rebecca
High School Student 

Why the Foundation Was Created, continued from Page 4

Eight scholar participants joined Executive Producer Jon Palfreman in 2004 for a workshop on “This Tiny Planet,” to 
discuss scientific content for an episode of the Foundation’s television documentary series, The Next Thousand Years.
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The Future: Young scholars’ Inquiry – 2006 seminars
by Paula Fraser and Rich Henry

Humanity is facing many issues that 
are on trajectories leading to poten-
tial catastrophe. Most of these issues 

the three factors that the group considers 
the most important. Third, these issues are 
addressed in three rounds of facilitated fish-
bowl discussions. In each round, a third of 
the scholars take a primary role in discuss-
ing the issue, while the rest listen, take notes, 
and join the discussion partway through. 
Fourth, all participants engage in reflection 
on the day and offer summary comments 
and observations.

Following the seminar, students write 
reflective essays on the entire project. To 
extend their learning with outreach to the 
greater world community, student scholars 
send their research findings and reflective 
essays to leading scientists; state, national, 
and international agencies and institutions; 
and private individuals. In the past many 
recipients have taken the time to write 
lengthy responses to the students.

Three educational Levels
The Young Scholars’ program was piloted 
with a seminar in June 2005 for Paula Fra-
ser’s fifth-grade class of 27 students from 
Stevenson Elementary in Bellevue, WA. 

In February 2006, another class of Fraser’s 
students participated in the program, work-
ing in groups of two or three to co-present 
their research. Similar outstanding results 
were achieved with both fifth-grade groups, 
validating the impact of the program. Both 
of these seminars were held at the Founda-
tion For the Future building.

The largest expansion of the program in 
2006 involved three Middle School classes 
of 35 students each, combining 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders taught by Debra Benzinger, 
from Odle Middle School in Bellevue. These 
seminars met in June 2006 and were split 
into two days, with students making their 
presentations on Day One and engaging in 
concurrent small-group and fishbowl dis-
cussions on Day Two.

Also in June, a seminar was held for the 
advanced-placement physics class from 
Interlake High School in Bellevue. This 
class of 15 students, under the guidance of 
teacher Lisa Dossett, had researched a vari-
ety of issues from global warming to solar 
and nuclear energy. They reached consensus 
that the two most critical issues for human-
ity, going forward into the far future, are edu-
cation and environment/resources. This was 
a very powerful seminar with an impressive 
level of academic rigor and insight. 

Paula Fraser teaches the fifth-grade 
students who have participated in 
the Young Scholars seminars.

Rich Henry, Foundation For the Future 
Education Director, is founder and 
President of UnifiedField Associates.

[An unabridged version of this article appears on the 
Foundation website, futurefoundation.org.]

are global and the outcomes will affect all 
of Earth’s inhabitants. At the same time, 
human ingenuity is leading to better under-
standing of intricate interrelationships and 
constantly creating new solutions to com-
plex problems.

If humans are to survive and thrive, 
we must cultivate responsible, competent, 
ethical citizens within a global community, 
as well as foster creativity and invention. 
That calls for better education. Tomorrow’s 
leaders and citizens are in school today. 
The Young Scholars’ Inquiry program is 
designed to engage these future leaders 
and citizens.

Process
One-day seminars serve as the focusing 
event for the entire Young Scholars’ Inquiry 
program. Specific activities in the months 
before the seminar are individual pre-assess-
ments; conducting surveys in the larger 
community; collectively identifying major 
concepts relevant to a study of the future; 
and classroom presentations by experts and 
mentors. All of these activities set the stage 
for individual research papers. 

The seminar is a day-long event, mod-
eled closely on the Foundation For the 
Future Humanity 3000 seminars for emi-
nent scholars. The day comprises four 
interwoven activities. First, the scholars 
present the results of their research. Second, 
through a group collaborative process, all 
potential issues are prioritized to identify 

In June 2006, at the Foundation For the Future building, this small group of high school students grappled with arriving 
at the three issues that they considered to be the most critical for humankind in the long-term future.  

During the one-day seminar, students present their 
research, supported by PowerPoint slides. 

Fifth-grade students listen intently to fishbowl discussion 
by their peers of the most critical issues facing humanity. 
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upcoming Events
“Humanity and the Biosphere:  
The Next Thousand Years”
unesCO/FFF seminar, Paris
 sePTeMBeR 20–22, 2006

Kistler Prize Banquet
 OCTOBeR 22, 2006

10th Anniversary Celebration
 OCTOBeR 22, 2006

“Young Scholars’ Inquiry” Seminar
 FeBRuARY 2007

“Energy from Space”
humanity 3000 Workshop
 APRIL 2007

“The Scientific Evidence for  
Global Warming”
humanity 3000 Workshop  
Washington, dC 
 suMMeR 2007

Humanity 3000 Seminar
nIAs/FFF, Bangalore, India
 OCTOBeR 2007

Walter P. Kistler Book Award, continued from Page 3

Calvin also explained the “conveyor belt” 
process of the North Atlantic current and 
the flushing mechanism that carries dense, 
cold waters south and enables warm water 
to come to northern latitudes as high as 80 
degrees. This mechanism – which main-
tains the current mode of climate – is sig-
nificantly threatened by global warming. In 
A Brain for All Seasons, Calvin writes: “… 
the abrupt cooling and drying promoted 
by human-enhanced warming looks like a 
particularly efficient means of committing 
mass suicide…,” but in Q&A with the award 
ceremony audience, he expressed guarded 
optimism that climate science will learn 
ways to intervene in these mechanisms, 
much as medical science in the past 50 
years has learned how to intervene in dis-
ease processes.

The Walter P. Kistler Book Award was 
established in 2003 to recognize authors of 
science-based books that make important 
contributions to the public’s understand-
ing of the factors that may impact the 
long-term future of humanity. The annual 
award includes a cash prize of US$10,000 
and a certificate. It is named for the origi-
nator of the award program and benefactor 
of the Foundation, Walter Kistler, who pre-
sented the award to Dr. Calvin in a public 
ceremony at the University of Washington’s 
Kane Hall. 

about the concept of biovillages and a shift in 
paradigm from the Green Revolution (com-
modity centered, regardless of impact to the 
soil) to an Evergreen Revolution (in which 
sustainability, not productivity, is the most 
important criteria). “Not only do you want 
to have enough for our generation, but you 
have to ensure that succeeding generations 
also have a fair share of productivity,” said 
Kesavan, who delineated several elements 
of Professor M.S. Swaminathan’s vision for 
an Evergreen Revolution.

In addition to the keynotes, seven papers 
were delivered at the seminar, including: 
“The Climax of Humanity,” by George 
Musser; “When Climate Flips, Will Civi-
lization Bounce Back?” by William H. 
Calvin; “Biosphere Futures,” by Natara-
jan Ishwaran; “The Big Potential of Small 
Farms,” by Paul Polak; “How Should We 
Set Priorities?” by W. Wayt Gibbs; “Dirt: 
The Erosion of Civilizations,” by David R. 
Montgomery; and “Nanotech Manufactur-
ing: Driving Toward a Crossroads – and a 
Crisis,” by Michael A. Treder.

The keynotes and papers provided 
context for face-to-face dialogues in both 
small-group and plenary sessions. These, 
in turn, led to two fishbowl discussions in 
which the participants discussed two broad 
issues of planetary sustainability: goals and 
methods. 

Crossroads Seminar, continued from Page 2

co-hosted conference, to be held in October 
2007 in cooperation with India’s National 
Institute of Advanced Studies. The third 
seminar, “Human Impact on Planet Earth,” 
co-hosted with an agency of the United 
Nations, is being scheduled for 2008.

These co-hosted events will expand 
Foundation activities in the international 
scientific arena, allow it greater access to key 
scientists outside the United States, facilitate 
wider distribution of the results of Founda-
tion workshops and seminars, and leverage 
Foundation assets through cost-sharing of 
scholar events.

In addition, topics have been selected for 
Humanity 3000 workshops for upcoming 
years, beginning in 2007 with “Energy from 
Space” (April) and “Global Warming” (sum-
mer 2007 in Washington, DC). The Center 
for Human Evolution also has determined 
subjects for upcoming workshops, and the 
Foundation Awards program enters a new 
era with the annual presentation of two new 
awards: the Walter P. Kistler Science Teacher 
of the Year Award and the Walter P. Kistler 
Science Documentary Film Award.

The Foundation continues to work on its 
television series, The Next Thousand Years, 
and plans to enter pre-production during 
the next few years. Continued expansion 
is also planned for the seminar series “The 
Future: Young Scholars’ Inquiry.” In com-
ing years, gradual expansion will extend the 
seminar program first locally, then state-
wide and nationwide across the United 
States. Ultimately, it is planned to expand 
the seminar series globally, through the 
Foundation’s international co-hosts. 

What’s Next?, continued from Page 5
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